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The Feast of the Ascension of the Lord May 24 , 2020.
th

Carrying On the Mission

God’s offer of grace is not conditional on human response.  
The initiative is always from God.   Through the celebration of
our Baptism, we are sacramentally welcomed into the family of
God.  We become the outward sign, the messengers, co-
workers with Christ Jesus,  expressing by our desire to walk by
faith with the Lord God.

As a chosen and covenant people, a royal
priesthood, a consecrated nation, we are called to
be witnesses and servants of God’s great love
through our daily living, in thought, word, and by
deeds of compassion and mercy toward others. 
Being a people set apart certainly does not mean
we ignore or shun others who are different from us
in color, race or religious rites... We are called to
recognize Jesus of Nazareth in all.   We are
instructed by the Lord himself, to be the loving,
welcoming and accepting people we are through,
with, and in the Risen Lord Jesus Christ, who came to dwell
among us, and to offer salvation to all.  As we are drawn into
Christ’s salvific and abundant grace, we strive to live our lives
holy, and wholly, with the Spirit of our God guiding and
inspiring us.  We faithfully hope our lives become one long,
daily prayer in praise and glory of God as we reach out in
loving service to others. 

As we celebrate the Feast of Jesus’ Ascension today, we
must remember that the world was not abandoned when Jesus
was raised up into heaven.  He promised to remain with us
always, and through the gift of his Holy Spirit, we are given the
help, guidance and support, the comfort, the inspiration, the
words and tools... everything our souls need. 

As Jesus was lifted up into the cloud, the disciples were left
behind, not to hide in fear and terror, but to joyfully wait and
watch with expectant wonder for the coming of the Holy Spirit
to re-awaken the power of compassion already within them,
the power of wisdom within them, the power of understanding,

joy, knowledge, the power of faith, healing... They were left
behind to be the messengers to carry on Jesus’ ministry work,
to make disciples for God’s reign by gently and humbly
offering all the people they encountered the wondrous Good
News of the resurrection and salvation in Christ Jesus.

Each of us, too, is ‘left behind’, instructed and commissioned
to work and carry on Jesus’ mission of Love.  A couple of

Sundays ago, the scripture urged us to become
the living stones of the Church, bringing glory to
God, and building God’s Reign.  Listening for the
voice of God through the inspiration of Holy
Spirit, we respond to the Lord by our actions of
compassion toward others, offering
encouragement, extending peace, forgiveness,
comfort and care, and help to build up God’s
Church, the body of Christ.  
We live this pilgrim journey on earth with dignity,
knowing that we are children of God.  Nothing
can separate us from the love, joy, and peace of

Jesus the King of all.  The Spirit of the Lord God dwells within
the heart of every person and all of creation, surrounding us,
empowering us to live as God’s people, graced and gifted
with the presence of the Spirit of God.  Jesus the Shepherd
King cares for us, and asks us to nurture and care for one
another, just like he showed us.  We are encouraged to
depend on the faithful power of Holy Spirit to guide us to
become the instruments of healing and wholeness,
forgiveness and peace in and for the world, and carry on
Christ’s mission.

Next Sunday (May 31 ) , the Church celebrates the Feast ofst

Pentecost, rejoicing that Jesus’ promise was fulfilled as the
gift of the Holy Spirit descended upon Mary and the apostles. 
    The Spirit of the Holy One descends upon all people in the
timelessness of God’s great love and delight.   The Season of
Easter will close with this great Feast, and our liturgical
Season of Ordinary Time will begin.

Come Holy Spirit!   Come!



Christ Jesus our Risen Lord and King ascends to his

rightful throne, to reign in
heaven until he comes

again in glory.   This Feast
of the Ascension does not
mean that Jesus becomes

distant.  Christ is truly
present to all his followers
more than ever through

the coming of the powerful
Holy Spirit.

 

First Reading (Acts 1:1-11) ~ Jesus assures his disciples that 
he will ask God to send an Advocate, the Holy Spirit upon them,
gifting them with all they need in their lives of ministry.   When
Jesus had said this, he is lifted up, ascending in a cloud.

Second Reading (Ephesians 1:17-23) ~ Paul prays that the
power of God will work to enlighten the Ephesians about the
glorious mystery of Christ’s exaltation and his wonderful
consequences for all believers. 

Gospel (Matthew 28:16-20) ~ Jesus passionately comforts the
disciples and promises to ask God the Father
to clothe them with an Advocate.  The Holy
Spirit will guide their steps in spreading the
Good News to all nations.  As Jesus continues
his blessing upon his friends, he is lifted up,
and the disciples witness a glimpse of glory as
they gaze upward toward the heavens.

The Ascension is about God’s time...about God’s timing...
about endings, beginnings, and promise   This Feast today

marks the end of Jesus’ time of his physical appearances on
earth, and the beginning of the Church’s time to work.  While it

seems like an end... may feel like an end... it really is a
beginning.   The stunned disciples who look heavenward are
brought back to reality and told that they have work to begin.  

Jesus leaves them with words of hope and promise.

HOLY WATER ~ There are still plenty of vials of Easter Holy
Water.  You are all invited to pick up one, or a few vials
if you have been asked to deliver to others.  Come on
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays between 9am-
3pm. Buzz the doorbell buzzer on the right hand pillar
at the parking lot entrance.  Phone / email to make
alternate arrangements.

Let us not simply gaze into the heavens, longing
and waiting for our Lord’s return in glory.   Holy
Spirit cannot be stifled.  Let us truly live in peace

and forgiveness, bringing Jesus’ Presence
everywhere we go, through the power of Christ’s

Holy Spirit.

May we continue to unite our hearts together in
prayer for:   Annmarie, Gail, Ken, Teresa, Harold Abs,
Katie Broadfoot, Jean Cryan, Orval Everett, Dan Friesen, Jim
Greenaway, Merle Grossman, Heinz & Rita Herold, Terry
Jansen, Carol Kennedy, Leonard Kopytko, May La Freniere,
Greta & Marcel Lambert, Lucille Magne, John Miller,
Magdalena Miller, Marlene Ould, Dennis Rebello, Anthony
Resendes, Patti Resendes, Ursula & Norbert Remer, Jean
Sadkowski, Rita Sanden, Jose Schafer, Robert Snowaert,
Leona St. Onge, Margaret Thomas, Martha Wolbert, and all
who suffer in body, mind or spirit...  We pray for all who are ill,
anxious, and affected by the COVID-19 pandemic... for the
frontline medical teams... for patience in our time of solitude
and disruption... for creativity in finding ways to spread
positive energy, joy and hope... for peacefulness of heart... for
an end to this insidious coronavirus...

Our sincere condolences to Joanne & the Wiebe family
who grieve the death of Suzanne Wiebe+.

Our sincere condolences to the Rousseau family who
grieve the death of Terry Rousseau+.

Don’t Hesitate to Contact Parish Office Staff ~
Phone or email us with questions or concerns; or to make
arrangements to come to the church, either to pray for an
hour or so; or to light a vigil candle; or to pick something up,
or drop something off; or to have bulletins mailed out to
you....      We want to follow the health directives, contact us
first, and we will do our best to help and facilitate.

It seems a bit odd to be glad and celebrate that Jesus
has ascended to God and left us.  Didn’t Jesus know
how much we would need him?   When we celebrate
the rising of Jesus on the Feast of Ascension, we need
to keep it in the context of all his risings:  his rising at
Easter... the rising he accomplishes in each of us
through our baptism in him... the risings that he works
in us each day... the rising that he will fulfill in us at
the end of time...   We are promised that we will rise
again.  So Christ has not left us after all!   May we
open our eyes and rise with him each and every day.

Ascension speaks of leaving, of absence. But the
historical Jesus, limited by space and time, needs to leave
in order that the Spirit of the Risen Christ might be in all
places at all times.   Jesus ascends, yet states in his
leaving, “I am with you always.”  (Matt. 28:20)   Holding
together ‘presence’ and ‘absence’ is at the
heart of this mystery called “Ascension”. 

Through the mystery of the Ascension of
Jesus, we know that we have a home
awaiting us in heaven.   Each of us is

called by God to dwell in unity with Jesus
and Holy Spirit for all eternity.   We are

encouraged to live out this wondrous mystery, not by
gazing into the sky, but by sharing and living the Gospel

through our words and deeds until we too
 are called home.



Ongoing Temporary Cancellation of Gatherings for
Liturgical Celebrations

(non-controlled gatherings & gatherings open to the public)
   As a follow-up to the latest information received from
the government and to discussions between the
Manitoba Catholic Bishops during the recent 
teleconference on May 13 , this temporaryth

cancellation now remains in effect until June 1 ,
st
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On the day of the Ascension, Jesus
promised to send an Advocate, Holy Spirit to
help and guide us.  A variety of Holy Spirit’s
abundant gifts has been bestowed upon each
of us.  Gifts have to be unwrapped and
opened, though, for the world to be able to
enjoy, grow from, use and share.  We have
been given the choice to use these gifts....  

Diocesan Non-perishable Food Collection ~ The Diocese
is organizing a collection for the community of Sagkeeng, which
is currently in increasing need for non-perishable food items. The
Drop-off site will be here at our Parish of Christ the King. 
The collection will begin on June 2 , but you are invited to startnd

thinking and taking action today.  The needed items and
products are: 
  sugar, brown sugar, flour, yeast, peanut butter, soups,
  pasta & sauce, oatmeal, canned meats, salmon, tuna,
  Cheez Whiz, dried peas, granola tablets, cookies, crackers,
  Jello, puddings, rice, jam, dried & canned beans, as well as
 bacon, potatoes, carrots; Baby food and baby items,
 including disposable diapers.   More details to follow.

Let us not pray in fear, nor by rote, but rather, 
share with Abba in an intimate relationship, 

with honest, ongoing dialogue.

Before his ascension, Christ gave the apostles and disciples
their mission: “Go out into the world and proclaim the good news
to all nations.”  Be not afraid, for the Holy Spirit of God, the
Advocate, the Paraclete is with us, and will give us everything
that we need that is good to do this important work.  All of us are
called to the same mission.   Sharing the gift of faith is central to
the Christian life - it is a type of good stewardship called
‘evangelization’.   “Faith is strengthened when it is given to
others”, Pope John Paul II said.

SUNDAY OFFERINGS ~ Dear Parishioners, your
continued thoughts and prayer, and your kind and generous
support to the ongoing expenses and maintenance of our
Church’s building is sincerely appreciated. 
Thank you again so much for your generosity

  in this time of disruption and uncertainty. 

Thank you, Everyone, for your patience and

understanding, and your conscientious efforts to lessen
the spread of the coronavirus.  We will certainly keep in
touch with you about when we can gather again in our

church for Mass.

CTK PARISH WEBSITE ~ www.ctkp.ca
We are doing our best to keep our CTK Parish
website www.ctkp.ca as up-to-date as possible.
Visit and check it out.   View various video messages
and reflections from Fr. Peter, get updates, see pictures,
read history, and info.... Even if we can’t gather together
physically in our church worship space, (yet ... hopefully

sooner than later!), you will find links and prayer resources
to keep us connected in spirit.  We hope you are able to

navigate them successfully.

LIVESTREAMED MASS OPPORTUNITIES: 
Visit the websites at;

www.ctkp.ca or www.archsainboniface.ca

You are also invited to visit  www.ctkp.ca/blog 

Youtube: www.youtube.com 

Search ‘Christ the King Parish Winnipeg’

Facebook: www.facebook.com  
Search ‘Christ the King Parish Winnipeg’

www.facebook.com/ArchSaintBoniface

And the new Instagram:  @christtheking.parish

In this time of pandemic, as we participate in the

celebration of Mass on our computers or TVs, we
spiritually offer the gifts of bread and wine at the Lord’s

table.  May we also remember to present our very lives as
an offering at the altar, bringing forth our joys and sorrows,
our struggles and rejoicing, and our humble thankfulness.

Wherever we celebrate, may we take time to be in full,
conscious participation... to be still... to listen... to pray... to

respond in joyful song with praise and thanksgiving.

In our daily lives these days, with the challenges and
struggles of self distancing, isolation, heartache, fatigue

and emotional stress, may the Holy Spirit give us the
courage, strength, peace and faith to mindfully watch for

God’s presence in the unexpected, surprising, and
wondrous miracles and mysteries of this life through, with

and in Christ Jesus our Risen Lord and Savior.  
Christ is with us... always.  He promised !

Peace be with you !

http://www.ctkp.ca
http://www.ctkp.ca
http://www.ctkp.ca
http://www.archsainboniface.ca
http://www.ctkp.ca/blog
http://www.facebook.com
http://www.facebook.com/ArchSaintBoniface


Traditionally, the Church dedicates the months of May &
October to the Blessed Virgin Mary.  We are all encouraged to
trustingly turn to our Lady, praying a daily rosary together as a
family, with a prayer group, or by ourselves, and/or to pray a
special Marian devotion, remembering Momma Mary with a
favorite prayer each day.  In this Marian month of May, we turn
to our heavenly Mother, Momma Mary in prayer-reflection:

Remember, O Most Gracious Virgin Mother Mary,
    that never was it known that anyone who fled to
     your protection or sought your intercession
       was left unaided.
Inspired by this confidence, we turn to you, 
    Virgin of Virgins, our loving and Holy Mother;
   to you do we come, before you we stand, 
        sinful and sorrowful, yet hopeful and trusting.
O Mother of Christ Jesus our Lord, the Word Incarnate,
    tenderly hold us close to your compassionate heart,
        and wipe away our tears.
  Hear the prayers and cries of your children,
     and answer us in your love and mercy.   Amen.

Confirmandi Letters to Archbishop Albert ~
Here are two more little portions of the awesome-faithfilled
letters from the Confirmandi:

~ “I am writing you this letter to request that you administer the
sacrament of confirmation on me, and also pray for
God’s blessings, protection and guidance upon me.
...God has given me the wisdom and knowledge to help
his people, so that everyone on earth will be happy. ...If
I receive the sacrament of confirmation, the holy spirit
will give me the increased ability to practice my catholic
faith in every aspect of my life, and to bear witness to
Christ in every situation. ~ C.E-K.”

~ “I am sending you this letter in hopes you would be able to
confirm me. ... I believe some of the gifts from the holy
spirit I possess are love, kindness and joy.  Here are
some examples:  Love - I love my friends and family
very much.  Kindness - I am very kind to people and
animals.   I hold doors open for people and say please
and thank you.  I always say sorry if I bump into
someone by accident.   Joy - I am always happy and
joyful.  I love to make people smile or give them a good
laugh. Please pray for me and I will pray for you.  ~
A.B.”

May we trust that God’s Holy Spirit is already living in
our hearts.   Holy Spirit is with us and supports and

guides us always...  Jesus keeps his promises.

C h i l d r en ’ s   C o r n e r 
Before Jesus ascended (lifted
up) and returned to reign in
glory with God in heaven, he
promised that God would send
a Helper, an ‘Advocate’ to guide
us on our walk of faith.  Holy
Spirit already lives within our
hearts by our very breath.  So,
Jesus calls each one of us, to make a commitment now,
today and every day, to go forth with the loving, wise and
powerful help of Holy Spirit, and make disciples by living the
joy and wonder of a life of faith in Christ Jesus.  Don’t be
afraid to go out and share the Good News of Christ’s
resurrection and new life for all people. 

 
GO    MAKE    DISCIPLES    ALL    NATIONS

PROMISE    LOVE   ABIDE        
BAPTIZE    NAME    FATHER    SON    HOLY    SPIRIT
TEACH    FOLLOW    REMEMBER    BESIDE    WITH

PRESENCE    ALWAYS    ASCENSION    LIFTED
 CLOUD    GAZE    SKY    RECEIVE    POWER   

BELIEVE    LEARN    ALIVE    LIFE    TRUMPET    
SING    JOYFUL    PRAISES    THANKS    KING   

THRONE    GLORY

F G B V Z J O Y F U L T Y

O Y L I F E G S K N A H T

L K H Z A N F A T H E R G

L S T B G A S O N G S O J

O H I L A M H O L Y Z N S

W D W L Z E I O A S J E Y

E M I A E S R W K P S V Z

Z A F S N Y L U R I I Y P

I K B E C A L E A R N T R

T E C J D I S R E I G E O

P S G U F E P V A T B P M

A K O T N O E L B M K M I

B L E C W I I E E H I U S

C D E E L V S M C S N R E

J L R E E I E A Z Y G T H

K Z B Y D R E C E I V E D

L O V E J T S N O I T A N

May we follow Jesus’ example of love and care for others
every day of our lives.  

   Even in the little, small, kind deeds and words we do and
say, we can touch someone’s heart with love.


